ONLINE MASTERCLASS WITH ADJUDICATOR TONY SLOANE -28 MARCH 2021
18 Participants from: Cambridge Caledonian, City of London, Essex Caledonian, Gatwick Caledonian, Glen Moriston, Macanta, Milton Keynes, Stow Caledonian, Reading Scottish, Welsh Piping Society
In the first section Tony invited participants to think about the components of music.
·  what was their  favourite piece of music, and why? 
· what makes  a good piece of music. 
· What time signature are pop tunes generally in? And why are most of these tunes in this 4/4 time signature?
· think of a (non pipe band) musical performance that puts a picture in your head
Tony suggested that the key components of good music were
· Rhythm
· Harmony
· Melody
· Emotion/colour
There followed a discussion on 
· Whether pipe bands  are pipe led or drum led?
· How to rate a technically correct but bland performance versus  an emotionally engaging but slightly flawed performance?
· is Imagery the highest level of Ensemble?
An ensemble judge is looking for
· Introduction 
· Integration 
· Interpretation 
· Intonation
What would an adjudicator look for?
· Impact 
· tonal quality of each instrument.  piping overtones, pitch
· tonal balance - do the chanters and pipes complement each other
· Do all the instruments complement each other  - Pipes and Drums fitting together
· Integration - is the technique good enough to support and not get in the way of the music
· Idiom,  tempo
· Interpretation, expression
· Emotional engagement 
· Would I like to be a performer in that performance?
· Has it emotionally seduced me?
Tony was asked which grade was easiest to judge.  His answer;  Grade 1 was easiest, G2 was most competitive and the lower grades , with their  greater variation of abilities, were hardest to judge.
Our thanks to Tony for a very thought provoking and informative session.
Its hoped to do something similar for drummers later this year.
